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      Abstract 
Interest in studying morals is an essential thing in the formation of the 
character of students. Teachers have a significant role in increasing 
students' interest in learning morals. This study aims to determine the 
teacher's strategy in increasing students' learning interest in moral 
lessons. This study uses a qualitative method with a case study 
approach. Data sources were taken from one informant through in-
depth interviews. The informant is an Islamic Religious Education 
Teacher at senior high school 1 Pertiwi Padang. All interview results 
were then analyzed thematically using the Nvivo 12 qualitative analysis 
software. Overall the results of the analysis showed that there were two 
teacher strategies in increasing students' learning interest in moral 
lessons, namely i) Conducting direct moral coaching, ii) Motivating 
students. The results of this study can be used as initial data for future 
researchers to examine this issue in different contexts and topics 

 
INTRODUCTION 

Education is a form of long-term investment that is important for a human being. 
Suharni, (2021) Education is a container or beginning for a child to start the learning 
process. Thus, the importance of character education plays a very important role in 
spurring educators to produce the nation's children who can position themselves amid 
rapid change and global society. Character education is very important because humans are 
expected to have wise characters in using good technology (Tarmujianto, 2020). 

In the Big Indonesian Dictionary (KBBI) education comes from the basic word 
educate (educate), namely: to maintain and provide training (teaching, leadership) regarding 
morals and intelligence, while education has the meaning: the process of changing the 
attitude and behavior of a person or group of people in an effort to mature humans 
through teaching and training efforts, the process of action, how to educate. 

Education is a container or beginning for a child to start the learning process. Thus, 
the importance of character education plays a very important role in spurring educators to 
produce the nation's children who can position themselves amid rapid change and global 
society. Character education is very important because humans are expected to have wise 
characters in using good technology (Tarmujianto, 2020). 

According to Salih bin Huwaidi Ali Husain in his book Educating Generations in 
the Style of Companions of the Prophet, some of the goals of education are: First, to instill  
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and strengthen faith; Second, developing and spreading good morals; Third, stick to the 
truth and fight against evil; Fourth, expanding the rules of understanding to students; Fifth, 
knowledgeable personality and developing life which continues to rise in order to achieve a 
more flexible life (Husain, 2016). 

Teachers as educators are expected to be able to create processes of high quality 
learning and innovation in unexpected situations so that teachers are able to create good 
student achievement (Khairiyah & Fernandes, 2021). Teachers are one of the determining 
factors for the high and low quality of education. In other words, to improve the quality of 
education, professional teachers are needed. As professional educators, teachers have the 
main task of educating, teaching, guiding, directing, training, assessing, and evaluating 
students in early childhood education through formal education, basic education, and 
secondary education (Ariyani, 2017). 

There are two approaches that can be used to define morals, namely the linguistic 
approach (etymology, linguistics, light) and the terminological approach (terminology) The 
word morals if we translate it in language means manners and manners (Purnia et al, 2018). 
The word morals come from Arabic, namely noun infinitive (infinitive form) of the word 
akhlaqa-yukhliqu-ikhlaaqan, according to the scales (wazan) Tulasi majid: af'ala-yuf'ilu-if'aalan 
which meanal-sajiyah (temperament), al-thabi'ah (behavior, habit, basic character),al-`adat 
(habit, prevalence),al-maru'ah (good civilization), and from (religion) (Mahmud, 2019). 

The principles in the process of forming morals, namely: The first principle is the 
values of adab, the words adab and morals have been combined with the word "Islamic", 
so the meaning of both is almost the same and it is difficult to distinguish because both 
Islamic adab and Islamic morals contain the teachings of behavior good according to Islam 
or stay away from behavior that is contrary to the spirit and teachings of Islam (Hadhiri, 
2015). 

Morals in human life occupy a very important place both as members of society 
and the nation, because of the ups and downs, glorious destruction, prosperity, and 
destruction of a nation and society and depend on it (Mahsunudin, 2021). Morals are an 
important part that cannot be separated in human life, without morals, humans will lose 
their human dignity as noble beings (Sirait et al., 2017). Morals as an inner strength that 
combines tendencies on the good side and the bad side (Setiawan, 2017). According to 
Abdullah & Ward, (2016) states that "These factors are classified into internal factors and 
external factors. 

Learning is a process that consists of a combination of two aspects, namely, 
learning is focused on what students must do, and teaching is oriented to what the teacher 
must do as the subject matter is a teaching and learning activity in which there is positive 
interaction between the teacher and students by using all existing potential and resources to 
create active and enjoyable learning conditions (Nurtika, 2021). Learning media is a tool 
that can convey and channel messages from the sender to the receiver (Mulyani & 
Haliza,2021). Learning that is done online is a learning system that uses assistive devices 
(tools), where these tools can be in the form of the internet and other network-based 
technologies as learning process facilities and knowledge in which there is action and 
interaction between the instructor and the people involved teach (Arnesti & Hamid, 2015). 

 
METHODS 

This research uses a qualitative method with a case study type, according to; Taylor, 
(2013); Murniyetti et al., (2016); Bartlett & Vavrus, (2016); Gustafsson, (2017); Martell, 
(2017); Neuendorf, (2019); Bolton, (2021), case studies are a type of research if the 
researcher wants to observe in depth a phenomenon or incident both individually and in 
community groups. Referring to the opinion above, related to the issues and problems that 
the authors raise in this study, this type of research is very appropriate to use. 

The source of data was taken from one informant, namely the Islamic Religious 
Education teacher at Pertiwi 1 senior high school. All informants were selected using a 
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purposive sampling technique. According to Engkizar et al., (2018); Syafril et al., (2020), 
Elkhaira et al., (2020); Rahawarin et al., (2020), the selection of informants must meet four 
criteria, namely being active in the field being researched, having competence related to the 
problem being studied, being willing to take the time to provide information to researchers, 
and being honest in providing information in accordance with the facts that occur in the 
field. 

After the interviews were completed, all informants were taken, a transcript of the 
interview data was carried out, and then the themes were taken in accordance with the 
objectives and needs of the research data. According to Terry et al., (2017); Neuendorf, 
(2019); Clarke & Braun, (2018); Castleberry & Nolen, (2018); Herzog et al., (2019); Nowell 
et al., (2017); Engkizar et al., (2018), thematic analysis is an analytical technique that 
researchers can use in analyzing the results of interviews so that they can be seen clearly 
and easily understood by readers. 

The entire thematic analysis process above was carried out using NVivo 12 
qualitative analysis software. The use of NVivo 12 qualitative software analysis aims to 
display research results (themes) with graphics or images produced by the NVivo software 
used. Thematic analysis can be carried out with the help of NVivo software so that 
researchers can easily display research results (Dalkin et al., 2021; Ashley, 2014; Zamawe, 
2015). 

 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION  

Based on the results of interviews conducted with informants (PAI teachers). The 
results of the analysis actually found that there were two important themes related to the 
teacher's strategy in increasing students' learning interest in morals lessons, the two themes 
can be seen in the following figure: 

 
 

Fig: 1. Islamic religious education teacher's strategy in moral learning 
 First, (carries out direct moral development) according to the informant,one the 
strategy in moral learning interview excerpt in follows. this theme was stated by informants 
as excerpts from the interview below: 

. . . For you, the moral development program is by asking students to come to school, there through  

direct moral development (Teacher ).  
Second, (Gives motivation to students) according to the informant, one the strategy in 

moral learning interview excerpt in follows. this theme was stated by informants as excerpts from 

the interview below: 

… before you start the learning process, you usually give motivational advice to them, such as stories of 

successful figures in the present.(Teacher ). 

This research is related to students' interest in learning, as the author has previously 
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mentioned that basically interest in learning does not only appear after someone enters the 
world of learning, but interest in learning has arisen when someone makes a choice to do 
and pursue a profession because of that choice. will determine how his career and future in 
future.  

First, is Carrying out direct moral development, in this case, Ibnu Maskawih as 
quoted by Nasharuddin defines morals as "a thing or a person's psychological situation that 
encourages someone to do something with pleasure, without thinking and planning" 
(Nasruddin, 2015). Character or moral education is very much needed in realizing students 
have the principles of truth that respect each other and love one another. This is supported 
by the opinion of Sabar Budi Raharjo that: Character education is a holistic educational 
process that connects the moral dimension with the social realm in the lives of students as 
a foundation for the formation of a quality generation that is able to live independently and 
has principles of truth that can be accounted for (Raharjo, 2010). 

Based on some of the results of the research above, it can be concluded that what is 
meant by moral development is building (reviving) one's psyche or soul with an Islamic 
Religion approach, which is expected later someone can practice Islamic Religion teachings 
so that behavior that is in accordance with Islamic values will be formed. The value of the 
teachings of Islam (Zen et al., 2022). 

Second, to motivate students, if analyzed the first motivation is the key for someone 
to pursue any job or profession. Especially in the context of education, aspects of self-
motivation cannot be separated from a student both when determining the chosen 
profession and while undergoing the chosen education (Muswara & Zalnur, 2019). 

Third, Based on some of the research results above, it is increasingly clear that 
aspects of self-motivation such as the desire to pursue a field of work have proven to have 
a significant impact on an individual both while carrying out the profession and after 
completing it. 
 
CONCLUSION 

Based on the results of the author's analysis, it can be concluded that there are two 
themes of Islamic religious education teacher strategies in increasing students' learning 
interest in moral learning at Pertiwi 1 Senior High School including i) conducting direct 
moral coaching, In this case, character or moral education has an important role in forming 
students who have the principles of truth, mutual respect, and compassion. Moral 
development based on certain religious teachings can help students practice these values 
and form appropriate behavior. ii) providing direct motivation, In the educational context, 
students' self-motivation plays a significant role in determining their success in learning and 
achieving their goals. The desire and self-motivation in pursuing certain fields will have a 
positive impact on student achievement. This strategy can be adapted to the context and 
characteristics of students. Teachers need to understand individual students and involve 
them in the learning process. With the right approach and awareness of the importance of 
learning interest in character building, it is hoped that students will be more motivated and 
committed to learning moral lessons. 
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